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Mr. Lewis S. G. Braxton III
Deputy Center Director
NASA Ames Research Center
Moffett Field, California 94035-1000

I am writing in response to your letter to Regional Administrator Jared Blumenfeld dated
November 5,2010, sharing your concerns regarding CERCLA remediation at the NAS Moffett
Field and Middlefield-Ellis-Whisman
(MEW) Area Superfund sites.
As you may know, in 1989, EPA selected the groundwater and soil remedy for the MEW .
Superfund Study Area, which includes the regional groundwater contamination on Moffett Field.
The Navy, MEW Companies, and NASA have made significant progress over the last two
decades in cleaning up the extensive groundwater contamination by containing source areas and
removing over 95,000 pounds of contaminants from the groundwater. However, as noted in your
letter and recognized by EPA in our recent Five- Year Reviews and 2010 Record of Decision
(ROD) Amendment for the Vapor Intrusion Pathway, there is a need to evaluate alternate
cleanup technologies to expedite groundwater contaminant mass removal and cleanup.
In EPA's 2010 ROD Amendment selecting the vapor intrusion remedy, EPA included a remedial
action objective to accelerate the reduction of the contaminants in shallow groundwater and soil
gas, which are the source of vapor intrusion, to levels that are protective of current and future
building occupants. Ultimately, this would minimize the need for, or reduce the duration of, the
vapor intrusion remedy. EPA is working with the MEW Companies, the Navy, and NASA to
meet this goal expediently. While the 2010 ROD Amendment explains that this objective is not
addressed by the selected vapor intrusion remedy, EPA has already begun leading efforts to
develop a separate Supplemental Site-wide Groundwater Feasibility Study, and the MEW
Companies, Navy, and NASA are actively participating in this process. The Navy and MEW
Companies have committed to work with EPA to accelerate groundwater cleanup, and, to that
end, they have been conducting pilot treatability studies of alternate groundwater technologies
that are providing valuable information in the feasibility study process. At the conclusion of the
Supplemental Feasibility Study, any modifications of the current soil and groundwater remedies
would be documented in a separate, future ROD,Amendment, subject to public review and
comment.
EPA appreciates the work that NASA has performed to date at Moffett Field, including indoor
air sampling to help evaluate the vapor intrusion pathway and the interim actions to reduce the
vapor intrusion risk to occupants in selected buildings. As you know, on December 3,2010,
BPA initiated a dispute with the Navy to enforce the Navy's obligation under the Federal Facility
Agreement to implement the vapor intrusion remedy and ensure its protectiveness on Moffett
Field. As expressed in EPA' s Statement of Position to the NAS Moffett Field Dispute
Resolution Committee, because the vapor intrusion exposure pathway results from Navy
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contamination cOII111llngledwith other sources of the MEW Regional Groundwater
contamination, EPA is looking to the Navy along with the MEW Companies to implement the
remedy. Nevertheless, EPA does expect NASA, as the property owner and operator at Moffett
Field, to play an ongoing role in implementing the vapor intrusion remedy, including continued
cooperation with any sampling and remedy operation, providing reasonable access, and
implementing the necessary institutional controls.
In light of NASA's involvement in implementing the vapor intrusion remedy, as well as NASA's
other CERCLA work at Moffett Field, EPA is eager to enter into a Federal Facility Agreement
(FFA) with NASA to ensure consistency and expediency among all CERCLA actions performed
at Moffett Field. My staff introduced the prospect of an FFA to Deborah Feng of NASA in a
September 2010 interagency meeting and would like to advance this conversation with NASA in
the near future.
EPA is cOII111llttedto working with all Parties - NASA, Navy, MEW Companies, and
stakeholders - to implement the vapor intrusion remedy to ensure that all building occupants are
protected from exposure to contamination, and to explore alternative cleanup technologies to
expedite cleanup of the regional groundwater plume and source areas.
I would like to thank you again for NASA's ongoing support and partnership with EPA in
environmental cleanup and protection of human health and the environment. If you have any
questions or would like to discuss your concerns further, please call me at (415) 947-8709.
Sincerely,
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